
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 17 November 2021] 

 p5561b-5561b 
Dr Tony Buti 

 [1] 

ERN HALLIDAY RECREATION CAMP — FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation 

DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Sport and Recreation) [12.14 pm]: I rise to inform the house that 
today is the forty-fifth anniversary of the Ern Halliday Recreation Camp in Hillarys, the largest camp that the 
state government operates. The camp is named after Richard Ernest Halliday. Ern Halliday was an enthusiastic 
promoter of sports and outdoor activities, the benefits of which go far beyond improving just physical prowess. 
The camp originally began life in November 1976 as the Ern Halliday tent camp area, although state-funded 
accommodation-based camping facilities have been provided for Western Australians since 1939. In the past 
20 years alone, Ern Halliday Recreation Camp has delivered more than half a million bed nights and more than 
1.1 million recreation activities, predominantly for children participating in their first camp school experience. 
In many cases when young adults attend one of the five Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural 
Industries sport and recreation camps, this will be the child’s first night away from home, or the first time they 
have used a kayak or ridden a bike. The camp also caters for schools, organisations such as the Girl Guides or 
Scouts, Aboriginal traditional owner groups, and many other community groups, which have relished using the 
facilities. In the 1980s, the Commodore accommodation, gymnasium and dining areas were added, expanding the 
area to two sites. In 2007, a 60-bed dormitory, meeting area and new dining facility were added. 
Today, through the $4.9 million that has been provided via the COVID-19 WA infrastructure recovery plan, 
$3.71 million has been utilised by Ern Halliday Recreation Camp to realise the dreams of the 2016 masterplan. 
I visited the camp earlier this year and was given an excellent tour and welcome by the camp manager, Brett Poole, 
and his team. This morning, the Premier, Hon Mark McGowan, and the member for Hillarys, Caitlin Collins, 
opened the latest developments at the camp. They include a new 72-bed dormitory, up from 50 beds, with room size 
to support adult users; inclusion in the accommodation of an adult changing facility; improved disability access 
and amenities; better dormitory segregation to support child safety; a fully refurbished ablution block and laundry; 
an upgraded kitchen that will support onsite caterers and self-catering; and a new alfresco dining hall connecting 
with the natural beauty of the site. This redevelopment will extend the life of facility by many decades. We estimate 
that 800 000 bed nights will be delivered over the next 45 years, with nearly 2.5 million recreation participations. 
I would like to acknowledge the amazing teamwork by camp management, Carabiner Architects, Rivett Constructions, 
and the teams at the Departments of Finance and Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries, who have 
brought this project together. Although I was unable to attend the opening today, I am very proud of the efforts of 
everyone in my portfolio teams and the outcome of this project for Western Australia. 
 


	ERN HALLIDAY RECREATION CAMP — FORTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY
	Statement by Minister for Sport and Recreation


